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a) Subject paper concludes adequate dircfaft now aval in 
; theater for initiation of such action, premised tipon” accompant- 
ment of low performance acft by slgnvee escort yet decision 
precludes use of fighter escort. 
Modified. fighter type acft, stich as RF- 80, could be 
employed only within 400 nautieal-mile radius of Formosan 
gir bases, Of multi-engine recon acft In theater, only 2 RB- 
x5 have required performance capabilities for employmént on ~ 
es this task. Successful accomplishment of fairly compIéeté cover- 
bo age wlll require application of principle of surprise, employ- 
ing maximum number of acft on first day of éxecution. Once 
our intentions becotie known, determined ifttérdiction of all 
recon efforts may be anticipated: For thése reasons, it fs ~ 
‘ not considéred here that adequate acft dre now aval in theater 
to initiate such fecon should it be directed. 
) It is recommended your planning “provide fér thé 
stationing of approx 24 RB-45 with properly trained cies in ° 
FEC prior to any initiation of such program, With these acft, 
récon could be effectively acéomplishéd afd would fill a ~~ 
definite need for intelligence data felated to alr targets, ~ 
current disposition of enemy air power, capabilities of enetiy™ 
air defense systems, and location of larger enemy ground force 
troops and supply dispositions. 
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